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              $50 to Help You Start Saving for College

The State of Illinois has launched a new program for all babies born or adopted on or after January 1, 2023 to a parent who is a resident of Illinois at the time of birth or adoption. Learn more about the program and the steps to claim the $50 seed deposit for your eligible child.
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          Explore how the Bright Start 529 plan can help you save for college.

          
With college costs on the rise, it’s essential to start saving early for your child’s education.


Learn how much to save for college, what a 529 college savings plan is, and how Bright Start can help you prepare to give your child a brighter future. 
          
                  

      

    

  

    

        
          
        
          
                  
                            
              How Much for College?          

        
                  How can you project how much you’ll need for your loved one’s future education? Plus, what do you need to save now to get there?

                      
        Learn More           about How Much for College?
                 
            

    

          
        

        
          
        
          
                  
                            
              529 Basics          

        
                  Just getting started – and wondering how a 529 account can help you save for future college costs? Let’s review how they work, the tax benefits of the plans, and how to get started.

                      
        Learn More           about 529 Basics
                 
            

    

          
        

        
          
        
          
                  
                            
              Why Bright Start?           

        
                  Shopping for a 529 savings plan? Learn how Bright Start’s tax advantages and low fees provide you the potential to accumulate more dollars for college. Plus, Bright Start offers Vanguard, T. Rowe Price, DFA and other quality fund families.

                      
        Learn More           about Why Bright Start? 
                 
            

    

          
        

    


    
    
            
                
          Gifting
          
One of the most meaningful gifts you can give a loved one is helping to put them on the path to a bright future with a college savings account. It’s easy for friends and family to make a contribution toward future education costs with Bright Start’s GiftED.


                      
              Make a Gift            
                  

        
        
        
          
        

              

        

  

			Meet a few of the hundreds of thousands of families saving with Bright Start.



 
    
      
      Start
          Quote
      
        Think about saving for college while you have that time before your child is born. If it’s a month before, a week before — do it. No matter what. 
      

      End
          Quote
      

              
          Sagar Deo
                  
          
  

View All Success Stories






    
    
            
                
          Contributing to Bright Start
          
Saving even a small amount each month is a great way to help cover future education costs. Consider contributing whatever you can, whenever you can. Every dollar saved helps reduce future student loan debt.


                      
              Learn About Contribution Options            
                  

        
        
        
          
        

              

        

  
How much will you save if you start now?
With our college savings calculator, use the amount you can afford to contribute each month and the child’s current age to estimate how much you’ll save by the time they’re ready for college.

More About the Cost of College




  
    
      Child's current age:

      
        0
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17


      

    

    
      
        How much can you afford to save?
        Slide the bar to the amount you can afford to save each month
          .
      
      
        $25
        $50
        $100
        $200
        $300
        $400
      

      
        
        
        
        
        
        
        

      

    


    
      You could save: 
      $19,474.75
    

    
      * Amount assumes an actual investment return of 6% with monthly contribution on the first day of each month.
      This hypothetical is for illustrative purposes only. It does not reflect an actual investment in any
      particular college savings plan or in a Bright Start account or any taxes payable upon withdrawal.
    

  







			Bright Start Is Here to Help You Learn.



Explore our resources to support your successful college savings journey. 







With Bright Start, your savings can grow with your child and can be used for a variety of schools and higher education expenses. This Bright Start Study Hall video shows you why this 529 is a great way to save.

See all videos




      
         Sign Up for a Webinar

Want to know how you can save on taxes and increase your savings? Looking for the best vehicle to save for college? Need to know how to make wise 529 account withdrawals? Sign up for our free webinars.

      

          
         Frequently Asked Questions 

See our FAQs to learn more about Bright Start college savings plans.

      

          
         Blog: Save For College Now to Avoid Borrowing Later

In this short blog, we talked with several financial aid experts and examined how using a 529 college savings plan helps interest work for you now rather than against you later in student loan repayment. 

      

          
         Save on Taxes with a Rollover

Did you recently move to Illinois? Are you an Illinois taxpayer with an out-of-state plan? Discover how to deduct up to $20,000 from your Illinois state taxable income with a Bright Start rollover.  

      

        

  



  
    
      
        Looking for something specific?
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          Ready to open your account?        

      
              
          Enroll Today        
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          1          An individual who files an individual Illinois state income tax return will be able to deduct up to $10,000 per tax year (up to $20,000 for married taxpayers filing a joint Illinois state income tax return) for their total, combined contributions to the Bright Start College Savings Program, the Bright Directions Advisor-Guided 529 College Savings Program, and CollegeIllinois! during that tax year. The $10,000 (individual) and $20,000 (joint) limit on deductions will apply to total contributions made without regard to whether the contributions are made to a single account or more than one account. The amount of any deduction previously taken for Illinois income tax purposes is added back to Illinois taxable income in the event an Account Owner takes a Nonqualified Withdrawal from an Account or if such assets are rolled over to a non-Illinois 529 plan. If Illinois tax rates have increased since the original contribution, the additional tax liability may exceed the tax savings from the deduction.                      back
                  

                            

            

                  
          
            The Bright Start Direct-Sold College Savings Program is sponsored by the State of Illinois and administered by the Illinois State Treasurer, as Trustee. Union Bank and Trust Company serves as Program Manager. Balances in your Bright Start account are not guaranteed or insured by Bright Start, the State of Illinois, the Illinois State Treasurer, any other state or federal agency, Union Bank and Trust Company or any of its affiliates, the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (except as provided in the Program Disclosure Statement solely with respect to the FDIC-insured Bank Savings Underlying Investment), or any other entity.


An investor should consider the investment objectives, risks, and charges and expenses before investing. This and other important information is contained in the Bright Start Direct-Sold College Savings Program Disclosure Statement, which can be obtained at BrightStart.com and should be read carefully before investing. You can lose money by investing in a portfolio. Each of the portfolios involves investment risks, which are described in the Program Disclosure Statement.


Before you invest, consider whether your or the beneficiary’s home state offers any state tax or other benefits such as financial aid, scholarship funds, and protection from creditors that are only available for investments in that state’s 529 plan.


NOT FDIC INSURED*  NO BANK GUARANTEE  MAY LOSE VALUE

*Except the Bank Savings Underlying Investment
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